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We continue through our study of the Gospel of Luke, going verse by verse through this book in 

its entirety.  This morning we find ourselves in Luke Chapter 10 and Verses 25 through 37.  The 

title of the message is Be a Good Neighbor.   

 

Back in the 1990s, NBC ran a very successful situation comedy by the name of Seinfeld.  That 

television show is deemed a classic and I have watched many episodes of it.  Seinfeld had a run 

of nine seasons.  Those seasons with filled with laughs, with the story concluding on May 14, 

1998. 

 

The Seinfeld series concluded with Jerry and his friends in the slammer.  They were in jail.  They 

were arrested and incarcerated because they failed to assist a man who was being carjacked.  

Instead of getting involved and helping out, they stood aloof.   Jerry and his friends stood across 

the street making sarcastic comments to one another, giggling, eating popcorn, and watching the 

carjacking take place.  Kramer even taped the whole thing on his video camera. 

 

The carjacking took place.  The police arrived, and Jerry and his friends were placed under arrest 

for breaking that city’s Good Samaritan Law.  There was a law in that city that dictated that if 

there was somebody that was in trouble and in need, the citizens of that city were required to 

somehow get involved to help. 

 

Instead of helping them, Jerry and his friends just watched and made light of the situation, so 

they got put in jail because of it.  Jerry, Elaine, George, and Kramer might have been good for 

some laughs but in the end, they were not good examples of what it is to be a good neighbor. 

 

This morning on the other hand as we get into the Word of God, we are going to be given a 

stellar example of what it is to be a good neighbor and to love others with the kind of love that 

God would have us give to others. 

 

We are going to see this in the Lord’s famous parable of The Good Samaritan, an amazing 

display of concern and compassion and generosity and care.  But taking a closer look at what is 

here in this passage in the Lord’s call for love, are any of us really capable of loving others with 

the kind of love that the Lord would require? 

 

Getting into the context of this passage, have any of us loved our neighbors to such a degree that 

we might merit or earn for ourselves a place in the Everlasting Kingdom of light and love, the 

very Kingdom of the Messiah Himself?  Have we lived up that standard of glory, or have we 

not?   

 

To rightly understand this familiar story, we must pay very careful attention to the context.   
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What we have in this passage of Scripture—with the Parable of the Good Samaritan—is a drama 

within a drama, as an expert in the Jewish Law rose up and put Christ to the test in a time of 

teaching. 

 

The question that rose up in the heart of this Scribe, that lawyer and expert of the Mosaic Law, is 

how to gain eternal life—how a person can enter the Kingdom of God based on their efforts, 

their own display of love and concern and worship.  That is the question that is at hand.  That is 

the question that is answered. 

 

To provide even further clarification with His parable, the Lord Jesus gives us an understanding 

of the measure of glorious love that is required perfectly in the lives of those who would earn and 

merit a place in the glorious Kingdom of Holiness.  It is a serious picture. 

 

Let’s look at what is here.  We see the first part of this drama in Luke Chapter 10 and Verses 25 

through 29.  Then we see the next portion of the drama, the parable itself, in Verses 30 through 

37. 

 

Let’s see what is before us in Luke Chapter 10, starting in Verse 25: 

 
25

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall 

I do to inherit eternal life?”  
26

He said to him, “What is written in the Law?  How do 

you read it?”  
27

And he answered him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28

And he said to him, “You have answered 

correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

 

Here we see the first drama unfolding before us.  Here is a Jewish man, an expert in the Mosaic 

Law, looking for the key to everlasting life.  Note those words I do—what shall I do to inherit 

eternal life? 

 

Jesus zoned in on that and said, What must you do to inherit eternal life?  Well, you are the 

expert in the Law, why don’t you tell me what the Law says.  Essentially this man responded, 

Love the Lord your God with everything that you are.  You care for others with the same concern 

that you have for your own needs and necessities in life. 

 

Jesus affirmed that and said in Verse 28: 

 
28

…You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 

Based on what I read here, Jesus was theoretically saying, you can get to Heaven based on your 

perfect observance of God’s Moral Law.  If day by day throughout the totality of this life, you 

love God with perfect purity and worship for all of your days and consistent with that, you love 

people with a selfless love, then you will be putting on display the kind of holiness and love that 

is characteristic of God’s Everlasting Kingdom of Light. 
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Jesus told him to do that, and he would live.  Theoretically, can we do that?  Realistically, no we 

cannot.  No, we have not.  No, we will not.  We are fallen in sin and have failed.  Realistically, 

we cannot do that.  We cannot attain to the glory and the righteousness of God.  Our behavior 

indicates what is in our hearts. 

 

At this point, this man could have gone in one of two directions.  He could have said, But Lord, 

there is something within me that is amiss.  There is something inside of me that is wrong 

because I don’t love the Lord with such perfect love.  There is something within me that even 

begrudges worship and God’s commands.  I am so often neglectful and even mean-spirited 

toward the people that are in my life.  What do I do to inherit eternal life? 

 

I would understand that the Lord’s reply might have been something like, Come to Me, you who 

are weary and burdened with the knowledge of your own sin and inability and I will give you 

rest.  Because Jesus came into the world to live the Law perfectly in our place.   

 

This man could have gone that direction, but he went in another direction.  He continued on the 

path of self-righteousness instead.  Verse 29: 

 
29

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”   

 

He bypassed the first part and went right on to the second part.  This man might have been 

saying that he was doing the love your God part well.  But to make sure he asked Jesus who 

qualified as his neighbor.  He knew he had to love God with perfect obedience, and must love his 

neighbor as himself, so he wanted to know who was in the circle of those he must love in that 

way in order to get into Heaven. 

 

It seems to me that if he had to ask that question, he had missed the point.  He had to love his 

neighbor but this one and not that one, right?  My family and closest friends are my neighbors, 

right?  Or is it broader than that?  Again, Verse 29: 

 
29

But he, desiring to justify himself 
 

To keep him from having to declare his sin and his failure, and to present himself as an upright 

man, this man asked who specifically his neighbor was.  Now, we are ready for the parable.  

Now it is time to see the drama within the drama of who is my neighbor. 

 

Not only does Jesus give an indication of how expansive the scope of neighborhood is in answer 

to that question but in addition to that, He helps us to understand the nature of the total self-

giving love that is involved with loving others to the glorious standard of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Moving forward into this parable, let’s see this.  As the story unfolds, I pray that we will see 

glimpses of ourselves, seeing who it is in this parable that characterizes our lives.  Let’s read and 

see how Jesus responded.  Verses 30 through 37: 

 
30

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 

among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
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dead.  
31

Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he 

passed by on the other side.  
32

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 

saw him, passed by on the other side.  
33

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 

where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.  
34

He went to him and 

bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he set him on his own animal 

and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  
35

And the next day he took out two 

denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever 

more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’  
36

Which of these three, do you 

think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”  
37

He said, 

“The one who showed him mercy.”  And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 

likewise.” 

 

Did you notice the repetition of that word do throughout this text?  It began with the man asking 

what he must do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus told the man to tell him, so He responded by saying 

to love God perfectly and love my neighbors as yourself.  Jesus said to do this, and you will live. 

 

Then at the end of this parable, Jesus said again to go and do likewise.  Do, do, do!  That’s the 

nature of self-righteous religion.  The first point that I want to get across is that when we look to 

Jesus, we understand we are sinners and for us, the work is done, done, done, and we need to rest 

in Jesus.   

 

Did you know that each one of the states in the United States of America has a Good Samaritan 

Law?  In forty-nine of those states, the law is written to protect the one that would go out of his 

or her way to help somebody else in need.   

 

If somebody is incapacitated or injured and someone else does something to help, to make sure 

the helper does not get sued for that care, there is a Good Samaritan Law making sure the helper 

does not get in trouble for trying to help.  That is the nature of most states. 

 

However, the state of Vermont requires its citizens to help people in need of aide.  If a citizen 

does nothing to help an injured person or at least call 911, that citizen is guilty of breaking the 

states Good Samaritan Law. 

 

In view of these Good Samaritan Laws, I looked at what was written in Verse 37: 

 
37

…“You go, and do likewise. 

 

There is the Lord’s Good Samaritan Law.  This response flows out of the question of what he 

must do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus was laying down the law.  He was telling the lawyer that his 

life had to reflect the life that was depicted by the Samaritan man in this parable.  This is how we 

must live your lives if we want to get into Heaven based on our own merits.   

 

This is a powerful, powerful teaching that we see here in this passage of Scripture for anybody 

who wants to qualify themselves for Heaven.  You don’t act this way once or twice in your life, 

but you act this way as a regular and consistent pattern with the needs that you find.   
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At this juncture, I want us to circle back and take a good look at the drama that unfolds in the 

parable.  I want us to see the different galleries of characters as they come in.  We must see who 

depicts us in this passage of Scripture, not on just one or two special occasions but as a pattern of 

life.   

 

I think that this parable is given to us by the Lord to create a crisis of conscience in the hearts of 

each person who thinks they are good enough to get into the Kingdom of Light on their own.  

We need go through this parable and ask ourselves where we are in it.  Look for yourselves in 

this parable. 

 

As we go through it, it has been my prayer that two things will happen in the hearts of all those 

who are here.  First, I pray that each and every one us will realize that we will NEVER get to 

heaven by being a good neighbor.  We will not. 

 

In the hearts of those who have so humbled themselves before the Lord, I pray that we will see 

what is put on display here and say, Lord, make me a good neighbor.  Let Your Spirit be at work 

in me, inspiring me toward greater and greater measures of love.  I have fallen short, but can 

You do this work in me so that I could be like this too?  We need to soberly evaluate our lives, 

because that is what Jesus intends with this.   

 

Look again at Verse 30: 

 
30

… “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, 

who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead.   

 

This road from Jerusalem to Jericho was infamous for its danger.  It was a narrow and twisting 

road through a high desert terrain.  It was about seventeen miles in length, and it dropped three 

thousand feet in those seventeen miles. 

 

It was rugged terrain and there were a lot of hairpin turns.  There were caves that were perfect for 

thugs and thieves to hide themselves in and watch their pray as they came forward.  Sure enough, 

an entire pack of such evil men attacked this man who was traveling. 

 

First, they stripped him down, divesting him of his outer garments—if not everything.  They 

removed his garments, exposing him to humiliation and shame.  After that, they beat the living 

daylights out of him, bloodying him and bruising him.  Perhaps, they disfigured his face. 

 

Then they left him, rendering him completely helpless.  He could not help himself.  He could not 

cover himself from the beating sun.  They took his money, his animal, his provision, his strength, 

his honor and they left him there to die. 

 

This was a man that was in desperate need of help, and it seemed that help was on the way.  Just 

then Jesus introduced a ray of hope in Verse 31: 

 
31

Now by chance a priest was going down that road… 
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A priest coming would seem to be the best of news because a man of God was coming, a servant 

of the Lord, one who interceded in prayer for the people of Israel.  Here was one who offered 

sacrifices for the people of God.  Here was someone who would know the statues of the Law of 

the Lord—how the people of Israel were required to help even strangers in desperate need like 

that. 

 

The priest would know that in the book of Exodus, the Law of the Lord even required that if your 

enemy’s donkey was stuck in a ditch you help the donkey out.  How much more a human being 

in this kind of condition?   

 

This priest knew the will of the Lord, so we have a reason for hope.  However, that hope was 

short lived as we see in Verse 31: 

 
31

Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed 

by on the other side. 

 

He deliberately walked around the man.  Jesus did not explain why he went around.  Therefore, 

speculation of this verse abounds.  It is hard not to wonder what went through the priest’s mind.   

 

Some say that because he was a priest there was the whole issue of ceremonial defilement if he 

came in contact with a corpse.  That would render him unclean for his priestly duties, so maybe 

that was in his mind.  But it is interesting that he was traveling away from Jerusalem and not to 

Jerusalem.  That would indicate that his term of service was done, and he was heading back 

home, so defilement wasn’t much an issue. 

 

Other people say that maybe the priest had a family and he was just afraid of getting jumped 

himself.  Others suggest that maybe he saw this man beaten and he assumed that he got beaten 

because of the judgement of God upon his life, so the priest did not want to aide a sinner who 

was under the judgement of God. 

 

The best suggestion I read is this.  The question is:  What was this priest thinking.  The answer 

is:  He wasn’t thinking anything.  He is a fictious figure in a parable, and Jesus gave this example 

in order to put on display the inactivity and the avoidance that the vast majority of religious 

people practice.  Maybe the point is just as simple as that.  The priest did not want to get 

involved. 

 

Then another ray of hope shined forth, and was just as quickly extinguished in Verse 32: 

 
32

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 

other side.   

 

The apple does not fall far from the tree.  The tribe of Levi was the priestly tribe in Israel.  All 

priests were Levites, but not all Levites held the position of a priest.  A lot of the Levites were 

assistants to the priests.  There was a gradation of religious authority, so assistants were lower on 

the rung, but he was still one of the sanctified ones of God.   
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Like I said, the apple does not fall far from the tree.  In the same way the priest went around the 

injured man, this Levite minded his own business and kept going on his way.  So, he passed the 

man and left him behind. 

 

Two chances for survival came and went, and it would seem that this tortured man was left to 

die.  Then another person appeared on the road.  At first glance, this person may very well have 

been the kind who would have hastened this Jew toward his death, for we read in Verse 33: 

 
33

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was… 

 

In the context of Jewish-Samaritan relations, this was the worse possible thing that could have 

happened for the Samaritan man, because Samaritans and Jews despised one another with the 

strongest kind of malice imaginable. 

 

Several weeks ago, we got into this issue a little bit when we talked about how Jesus, on His way 

from Galilee toward Jerusalem, wanted to receive hospitality and do ministry in a Samaritan 

village.  Jesus sent His disciples ahead, and the Samaritans told them no, that if Jesus was going 

to Jerusalem, He could just keep on going.  They did not want Him to stop in their village.  Then 

James and John, the loving men that they were, asked if they should call down fire from heaven 

to incinerate that city. 

 

The Jews and the Samaritans did not like each other.  It was racial in its origin.  It was also  

religious, and it ran deep.  Now our minds are blown as we continue.  Verse 33: 

 
33

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he 

had compassion.   

 

Meaning that his stomach was moved with deep, deep pity for this man.  The first thing that the 

Samaritan did was that he came up close.  Then the verse tells us that he saw him.  He took a 

good look. 

 

We can picture the Samaritan kneeling over this man, carefully assessing his injuries, looking 

over him from head to toe, trying to determine just what kind of injuries he had and what had 

been done to him. 

 

The Samaritan was evaluating what it was going to take to help this man and to treat his wounds 

and to get him back on the path of recovery.  As he was observing everything and assessing the 

situation, something broke in this man’s heart so that he was filled with compassion—a kind of 

pain, a kind of sadness, a kind of deep, deep pity and sympathy that broke forth with this well of 

love and generosity toward the man who had been so harmed. 

 

It says next in Verse 34: 

 
34

He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.   
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That word for wound is traumata in the Greek.  Yes, our English word trauma is linked to it.  

This indicated how severe his injuries were.  Remember this man was stripped down and he was 

severely beaten.  He was bloodied and he was bruised. 

 

This Samaritan began to personally treat this man’s injuries.  He reached into his own supplies 

and brought out the oil and the wine.  Verse 34 says that he poured these elements out on the 

man.  He took out those costly materials, but did not get out a piece of cloth so he could just put 

a little bit of the oil and wine on it and dab it on the injuries.   

 

No, he poured it out from his own supply.  He poured out the wine with its antiseptic and 

cleansing properties that were in the alcohol.  Then he poured out the oil with its soothing affect.  

So the wine was for the healing, and the oil was just for the kindness.  The picture is that the 

Samaritan was lavish in this.  He poured out on this man as he cared for him. 

 

Verse 34 also says that he began to bandage up his wounds.  He bound up his wounds.  He was 

most likely divesting himself of his own clothing.  If he had an extra garment, he used that by 

ripping it to create bandages, or maybe he used an exterior garment if he had it. 

 

We can see the Samaritan covering this man, covering over his nakedness, seeking not only to 

treat his wounds, but also to treat his dignity.  We see the Samaritan just pouring all this out, then 

in Verse 34 we see the love continue: 

 
34

…Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of 

him.   

 

Once again, what a marvelous picture whether it was a donkey or a camel who can bend the 

knees better, but somehow, he was making it so that he could carefully lift this man up and 

cautiously and gently place him on the animal.   

 

We can picture this man walking on that desert wilderness journey by the Samaritan’s side, 

making sure that he did not slip off.  We don’t know exactly how far he walked, but it was 

probably quite a distance. 

 

Once again, it was a seventeen-mile road.  Let’s just say that they were half way through.  When 

was the last time any of you walked eight and a half miles?  But there the Samaritan went 

walking and guiding, and making sure that this man is okay. 

 

He set him on his own animal, and he took him to an inn.  That means they most likely made it to 

Jericho.  That is where they were heading.  This is where the Samaritan remained all through the 

night, watching over the man and caring for him and treating his wounds, perhaps trying to 

assure the man if he came to.  

 

He did this all throughout the night.  How do we know that he did this all night?  Because of the 

next act of great generosity that we see that occurred the next day.  We see this as we continue 

and get into Verse 35: 
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35
And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 

‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come 

back.’   

 

The denarii, that was a full day’s wage.  That was the amount of money that they would get in a 

whole work day.  So, let’s just say that the Samaritan took out five or six hundred dollars and 

gave it to the innkeeper.  That would have probably gotten him at least two weeks room and 

board, given the rates that are evident in that time period and in that place. 

 

What is more amazing is that the Samaritan said to the innkeeper, Make sure this man is taken 

care of.  Watch over him and do what it takes to care for him and spend what it takes.  I’m telling 

you right now that when I get back, I will repay you every last penny.  The man is not going to 

pay for it, but I will pay for it. 

 

Such was the upwelling of love and concern in the Samaritan’s heart that he said this to the 

innkeeper.  Innkeepers were not necessarily known for their stellar honest character, by the way.  

But the Samaritan told this innkeeper to provide whatever it took and to keep a tab and that he 

would pay for it when he got back.  There is something about this Samaritan, so I think we can 

take him at his word.  He was not going to leave the situation behind.  He was, in fact, coming 

back.  He would fulfill his word.   

 

So, we have The Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Keep in mind, all this rose up out of the 

question:  What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Love God and love your neighbor.  Who is my 

neighbor? 

 

Yes, the people that culturally you consider your enemies is your neighbor, if he is in your 

sphere of influence and you have contact with him and can help.  He is your neighbor.  Here in 

this context of what must I do inherit eternal life, Jesus gave us just a glimpse into the glorious 

kind of love that needs to define our lives to make it so that we are consistent with the Kingdom 

of Holiness that Jesus presides over. 

 

The big question is:  Have I lived that kind of a life?  Am I the Good Samaritan or am I not?  

Where do you find yourself in this parable?  If you are anything like me you might say that 

maybe on your best day, once or twice in life, maybe you have done something that faintly 

resembles the outpouring of unlimited love that this Samaritan poured out on that stranger, a 

stranger who would have probably hated him. 

 

I’m not sure if I have ever in my life done something like this, given the many opportunities that 

I have had.  So, I stand before you as a man who falls woefully short of the glory of God.  I have 

sinned and fallen short of the glorious standard of love that is the benchmark from Heaven.  

Have you? 

 

If you want to answer yes to that question, I will return it back and say, No you have not!  That is 

the point of this.  Maybe on your best day, there has been the slightest glimpse but not to the 

standard that is needed, if you want to merit your place in the Kingdom of God.  No, you have 

not, and I am telling you that you have not. 
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Are you depicted anywhere else in this parable?  Yes, you are.  Where are you depicted?  Where 

am I depicted?  How about the religious men that said no and that was not for them to handle—

there were other people that could be responsible for it.   

 

Even in the sphere of influence of people that we love, have we rolled up our sleeves and got our 

hands dirty in the beautiful work of loving in this kind of sacrificial generous way?  Or are there  

just countless situations where we feel bad for them and then just went on our merry ways? 

 

We are so much like the priest and the Levite—sins of omission—but that’s not the only picture 

of us in this parable.  What of the thieves and the robbers who beat this man and bloodied him?  

Some here in your heart might say, I am guilty.  I am a guilty sinner.  My fists are covered in 

blood.  I have treated others with violence.  I have harmed other people.  I have physically 

intimidated other people.   

 

That is wretchedly sinful!  And you fall woefully short of the glory of God and you need to 

repent.  Somebody might be saying that they have never hurt anybody else.  Well, have you ever 

insulted anybody?  Have you ever slandered anybody?  Have you ever gossiped about anybody?  

Have you ever talked about somebody behind their back in a way that you would never talk to 

them face to face?  Have you ever lied?  Have you ever been manipulative?   

 

You have damaged lives.  You are a sinner, and you do not, you do not, measure up the glory of 

God.  You need mercy.  You need forgiveness.  You need a Savior.  You need cleansing.  That’s 

the point that his parable is meant to give us.  You need a Jesus.   

 

I praise God because I also see Jesus in this parable.  I don’t want to get allegorical here, but 

there are some things that reminded me of Christ in this parable.  The Good Samaritan, is that a 

picture of Jesus?  Do we get reminded of Jesus?  Maybe.  When I see the Good Samaritan, I see 

the power of the Holy Spirit when he is taking charge of a life, bearing the fruit of love.  That is a 

picture of what the Holy Spirit can do. 

 

I’m not saying that we are responsible for every single issue that happens on the planet earth, but 

we have a sphere of influence.  There are daily opportunities in our lives, and when we see the 

Good Samaritan, we see a power that can come in our lives, the love of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I also see Christ elsewhere in this parable.  What of that man who was stripped of his clothing?  

What of the man that was humiliated?  What of the man that was beaten to a bloody pulp, bloody 

and bruised?  What of the man who was mocked and insulted, stripped down publicly?  What of 

that one in this parable? 

 

Imagine that the guilty criminals in this text are brought to justice where they may be 

condemned.  When it is time for their punishment to be issued, this beaten man steps forward 

and says, I will take their punishment for them.  I will love them.  I will give them mercy.  I will 

pour out grace upon them.  I will pay their price, and I will bring them to my table, transforming 

their hearts and lives so that we now have fellowship together.   
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Again, I am not saying that this is an allegory of Jesus.  I am just saying this is what came to my 

mind.  Such is the glorious nature of the love of Jesus Christ that He brings humble-repentant 

sinners into His Everlasting Kingdom of Glory based on His work on their behalf. 

 

So, brothers and sisters, love the Lord your God.  Love Jesus.  Love Jesus Christ who came into 

this world to do the things that you could never do.  He came into the world to satisfy the Law of 

the Lord in a way that you never could.  He came to do this on your behalf.  He came into the 

world to die for sinners.   

 

From there, knowing and loving Jesus, now love your neighbor.  Not because it earns you a place 

in Heaven, but because by grace through faith you are given a place in Heaven, and He is going 

to start changing your heart and your life so that you care for the people that you are able to care 

for.   

 

I pray that He would do this work in me and I pray that He would do this work in you.  I pray 

that He would do this in us.  Let’s go to the Lord in prayer. 

 


